
One reason why CalTrans may want to eliminate access to Ryer Island and other areas of the Delta: 

1. Make access to areas of the Delta difficult, so that no one will complain if the state wants to eminent domain prime 
Delta farming islands to use as dams to capture freshwater flow for export to other areas of the state.  
 Department of Water Resources and many other state and federal agencies are currently planning how to divert almost all Sacramento River water away 
from the Delta, and to also use some delta islands for in-delta water storage.  Note the following screen prints: 

 
CalTrans already shows Ryer Island and what appears to be Webb Tract and Holland Tract as already flooded.  DWR calls the planning process “in-Delta 
storage” 



                       The map to the left is the official CalTrans District 4 Travel Map 
that anyone can download and use for travel in California.  
Each CalTrans District provides its own map.  This map was 
displayed online earlier in 2011.  Snug Harbor Resorts, LLC is a 
small, privately-owned marina/RV park located on a peninsula 
off Ryer Island.  An RV customer coming to Snug Harbor called 
to ask how to get to the resort, since the CalTrans map 
indicates a lake instead of land where Ryer Island is located.  At 
the request of resort owner, CalTrans removed the map from 
online viewing instead of correcting the map. 

 
Note that the map also shows other Delta land areas that are 
currently islands also as now reservoirs in the Delta. 

 
State website:  
http://www.water.ca.gov/storage/indelta/index.cfm  
http://www.water.ca.gov/storage/docs/Progress%20Report%202010/Overview_web_spread_lwres.pdf does 
not list Ryer Island under the “in-Delta storage” program, but 
the state is known to use alternate names for the same plan if 
citizens pay to much attention.  Perhaps Ryer Island will be an 
expansion of the Yolo Bypass or a forebay for the west side 
conveyance canal proposed by the BDCP and DSC. 
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Plan future Bay Area travel to exclude highways through the Delta, to discourage people from exploring the area, except 
along the designated “scenic highway” route. 

 
Note that the Sacramento Ship Channel is not included as an important transport routs on the above map.  Does the Sacramento Ship Channel get 
converted to another use…like water conveyance for example? 



 
Obviously, from the above list of agencies included in the future travel corridors for the Bay Area, the important agencies also planning the future of the 
Delta are in accord as to travel access in the Delta.  Their collective motto must be “Keep the people out so we can get the water out”. 
 
 
 
 
 


